
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Today we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper. You are invited to bring to worship whatever bread and 

drink you have available in your home to join us in Communion, trusting that God can do mysterious and 

miraculous things with ordinary objects like bread and juice and in ordinary places like our own homes. 
 

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE       “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder” — African American Spiritual, arr. Phillip Keveren 

  Dan McDougall, organ 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Perrine Passante 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  Donna George 

One: I will praise the Lord in the midst of the assembly; I will worship with all those who gather in 

God's name.   

All:  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall give praise.  

One: Our descendants shall serve the Lord; they shall be known as God's forever. 

All:  They shall make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that God has done.  Amen.    

 

HYMN  #485 “We Know that Christ is Raised”    (page 9 below)  

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dan Cho, Deacon Moderator, 2022 

One: Let us draw together and seek the grace of God we so desperately need. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  A prayer by Joe Seremane, South Africa 

All: You asked for our hands that you might use them for your purpose.   

We gave them for a moment then withdrew them for the work was hard.  
 

You asked for our mouths to speak out against injustice. 

We gave you a whisper that we might not be accused.  
 

You asked for our eyes to see the pain of poverty.  

We closed them for we did not want to see.  
 

You asked for our lives that you might work through us.  

We only gave a small part that we might not get too involved. 
 

Lord, forgive our calculated efforts to serve you, only when it is convenient for us to do so, 

only in those places where it is safe to do so, and only with those who make it easy to do so. 

Forgive us.  Send us out as usable instruments that we might take seriously the meaning of 

your cross.   
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TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Believe the Gospel! 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

All:  Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Pete Hurd 

One: Startle us, O God, with your truth, and open our minds to your Spirit, that we may be one with 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 

Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 

word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 

and become my disciples. 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S GREETING  

 

ANTHEM “A Simple Celebration” — Kevin McChesney Kirk Ringers 

 

TESTIMONIAL “Jesus is the Vine, We are the Branches” Rebeca Silva De Foote 

   Deacon Moderator, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  A Celtic liturgy designed by John Philip Newell 

Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth: here we gather again with bread and juice 

seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished, hungering for wholeness in our 

lives, for unity on earth and for peace among the nations. 
 

Here we gather with bread and with juice, but with more than bread and juice. 

With everything that we see and sense around us, with visible and invisible energies that pulse 

with life, we join our souls in the song that vibrates throughout the whole of creation. 
 

Into our brokenness came the memory of wholeness. 

Into our sickness came the medicine of grace. 

Into our fear came the revelation of love. 

Christ born among us, 

One of us, 

Child of heaven, 

Son of womankind, 

Bearer of forgiveness, 

Healer of our nature, 

Restorer of wisdom, 

Liberator of the oppressed, 

Rejected by the religious, 

Scorned by the state, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Heart of humanity, 

Soul of creation, 

Lamb of God. 
 

Come upon us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and upon this bread and this juice, that they may 

be vibrant with your presence, nurturing what is deepest within us, and making us again one 

body. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ.  
 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  
 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, broke it 

and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me!” 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to them 

saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed with my blood, shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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MUSIC #372 Meditation on I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN (page 10 below) 

  Dan McDougall, organ  

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Chorale Prelude: Treuer Gott, ich muss dir klagen — J. Pachelbel  

  Dan McDougall, organ 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here—from wherever you 

may be. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. 

Contact information for pastors and staff is below. A weekly newsletter is emailed out each Thursday. 

Subscribe here. 

 

TODAY IS DEACON SUNDAY – Thank you to the Deacons for leading this morning’s service and sharing 

their experiences. Presbyterian Deacons are called to a ministry of “compassion, witness, and service, sharing 

in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, 

those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress” (G-2.0201). The Deacons offering will 

also be received today. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION has moved to the portico. Pastors and elders 

are there each Sunday from 11 – 12 to greet you, properly masked and socially distanced of course. (For 

online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR May 2: 

Many thanks to Dan McDougall for a second week as guest organist!  
 

Hymn – “We Know that Christ is Raised” 

Charles V. Stanford (1852–1924) composed the tune ENGELBERG as a setting for William W. How’s “For All 

the Saints.” The tune was published in the 1904 edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern with no less than six 

different musical settings. It is clearly a fine congregational hymn but also a stunning choral anthem when used 

with some of the additional settings that Stanford supplied. 
 

Anthem – “A Simple Celebration” by Kevin McChesney 

We welcome our Kirk Ringers this morning as they perform this straightforward expression of joy, “A 

Simple Celebration” by Kevin McChesney.  Our ringers this morning are Maggie Dunn, Hope Elgart, Julia 

Hart, Connor Jackson, Rebecca Lentine, Allison Massaro, Colin Preihs, Jillian Shapiro, Annie Veasey, and 

Shayne Ventura.  (Corinne Brandt of Moore Bells is graciously filling in one the spots as well.)   
 

Music – Meditation on I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN, African American Spiritual, arr. James Koerts 

Miles Mark Fisher (1889–1970), in Negro Slave Songs in the United States, writes that this African American 

spiritual could have been written in Virginia in the 1750s based on a story from Hanover, Virginia, 1756: “A 

black slave asked Presbyterian preacher William Davies, ‘I come to you, sir, that you may tell me some good 

things concerning Jesus Christ and my duty to God, for I am resolved not to live any more as I have 

done…Lord [Sir], I want to be a Christian.’” 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 

can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
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FOURTH GRADE COMMUNION CLASS STARTING TODAY! We are so excited to start our 

Communion Classes this Sunday at 10am! Calling all 4th-grade Catacombers to meet outside the church near 

the playground door to start our Communion Adventures. Please remember to bring a mask and temperatures 

will be taken upon arrival. Looking forward to seeing everyone! For information, please contact Gabrielle 

Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASSES BEGIN NEXT WEEK – First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be 

hosting spring New Members classes via Zoom on Sunday May 9th, and Sunday May 16th. Start time for 

both meetings is 1:00 and each will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply 

learning more about membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, 

share more about First Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes 

Presbyterians unique. Please contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or any questions.  

 

YOUTH GROUP – We are meeting this Sunday, 5/2, from 5pm-6pm – outside weather permitting and in 

Fellowship Hall if it’s raining. Hope to see you there! 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. This week (5/2) we will discuss how racism negatively impacts everyone. This 35-

minute podcast interview with Heather McGhee, author of The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs All of Us and 

How We Can Prosper Together, will be our jumping off point. Each week’s resources are linked in the 

weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, 

rebeccabryan@me.com.  

 

PER CAPITA – First Presbyterian members and friends did a wonderful job of maintaining the church’s 

financial health in 2020—a difficult year for so many. 2021 is a new year, bringing with it new hope. And the 

work of the church continues. One of the most important ways to keep the church in shape for its role in the 

world is paying your per capita amount each year. $37 per confirmed member is the amount FPCH pays to 

Presbytery for its support of our ministers and programs and to maintain our connections with the larger 

denomination. In 2020, the Presbytery was generous to us in its financial support through grants for 

technology and mission and in providing support and training for the pastors, helping to keep the church 

steady through transition. Please do your part in return—use the “Per Capita” fund when giving online or label 

checks to indicate a per capita payment. Thank you! 

 

BLANKET SUNDAY ON MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 9 – Presbyterian Women invites you to support the 

Church World Service Blanket Appeal this Mother’s Day, May 9. CWS writes: “When difficult times happen, 

a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was created—

to give a kind, loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are 

not alone.” Through our generosity and that of others our most vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel 

safe and keep warm with fresh linens and clean sleeping quarters. Donations may be made by dropping off an 

envelope marked “CWS Blanket Appeal” at the Sunday morning drive-through or online at 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now. When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single 

blanket goes a long way. 

 

PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION – The pinwheels on the front lawn were planted by Presbyterian Women 

in observance of National Child Abuse Prevention Month in April. Today, children are welcome to stop by the 

garden to pick a pinwheel to take home. 

 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82575210577
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/17/968638759/sum-of-us-examines-the-hidden-cost-of-racism-for-everyone
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/17/968638759/sum-of-us-examines-the-hidden-cost-of-racism-for-everyone
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
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PW VIRTUAL SPRING GATHERING – Join Presbyterian Women (PW) for our virtual spring gathering, 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 11th at 1 p.m. The Zoom gathering will feature Carrie Wiggins of Feed My 

Starving Children, who will share how the organization has faced some of its recent challenges to pack and 

distribute much-needed manna packs to organizations throughout the world. To add to the festive atmosphere 

of the event, come wearing your most festive hat and bring along a favorite dessert. (More information on 

how to access the event will follow.) 

 

MEMBER CARE FOR THE CONGREGATION – Do you know of one of our own who is suffering or 

struggling? Feeling lonely or isolated? Do you know of someone who would like a phone call or a note or 

needs prayer? If folks have a need, or you know of someone who does, please contact someone on our 

Member Care Coordination Team. There are five of us, because if someone doesn’t feel comfortable 

contacting one of us, they have 4 other names to pick from. What this does is provide a NETwork of Care and 

reduces instances when people’s needs fall through the cracks!  

Please contact one of us when congregational needs arise:  

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  

Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  

Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  

Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  

Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY– Mondays at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. Contact Doug here for info. 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The text for Tuesday, 

May 4 is John 15:9-17. Zoom link 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 

Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus. This Bible study is open to all, and you are 

welcome to jump in when you are able. 

 

ST WILFRID’S – This week marks the 58th straight week that the Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has 

distributed food during the pandemic: 93 bags again, 5,394 total. Over 134,850 pounds of food and dry 

goods, distributed by the all-volunteer, everything-donated, nobody-gets-paid Open Door Clinic. Thank 

you all for your generous collections and contributions! 

 Needs: Rice; macaroni and cheese; canned applesauce, peaches, and pineapple; bars of soap; disposable 

razors; baby wipes and size 2 diapers. We are coming to the time when we will be needing box fans to give 

out. If families would like to help with spring cleanup of the grounds around the church, would like to 

donate any fans, or if you have any questions or would like to know more about anything, please call Jill 

Mascena at 856-428-7342. Leave a message and she’ll get back to you. Or check out the website 

opendoorcliniccamden.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86437257464
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus%20Two%203-4-21.pdf
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 

prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, please 

obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as the 

originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 

Prayers for the Church 

• Please pray for our staff, musicians, volunteers, and officers – elders and deacons, our mission study 

committee, our pastors and session.  

• Prayers for Travis; a young adult brain tumor survivor who had a sudden and serious seizure. Prayers 

for his mom Beth, as she navigates this with him. (4/26- T. Adkins) 

• Please pray for Patty and Dave Constantine that they would feel comfort amidst loss and end-of-life 

decisions (4/21 - M. Taffett) 

• Caroline Yount and Geoffrey Mulvihill on the death of Geoff’s mother, and pray for strength, 

sustenance, and rest for both Caroline and Geoff as they continue to care for loved ones (4/20 - pastors) 

• Luisa Silva, an infectious disease specialist in the state of Texas working on the front lines of 

covid.  Please pray for her safety and for her colleagues (4/19 - R. Silva De Foote)  

• Alberta Kramer on the death of her daughter (4/17 - pastors) 

• Linda Quick on the passing of her brother David (4/11 - pastors) 
 

Prayers for the World 

• Growing tensions and military exercises on the border of Russia and Ukraine 

• Ongoing tensions between Iran and Israel 

• Daily gun violence and mass shootings in our country 

(4/17- pastors) 

The Prayer Request portal on the website is still available for private requests sent directly to the pastors. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING for May 9: John 15:9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things 

to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you 

love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 

does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go 

and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving 

you these commands so that you may love one another. 

 

 

 

 

Cherub and Carol Choir members sang their call-

and-response song, "Do Not Be Afraid" on opposite 

sides of the piano to thank Mrs. Olson for being their 

accompanist. 
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

 

 

   
 

 

About CWS Blanket Offering: 
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